Topical hyperbaric therapy for problem skin wounds.
Hyperbaric oxygen remains the sole treatment capable of inducing growth of new blood vessels. However, systemic hyperbaric oxygen therapy risks central nervous system and pulmonary toxicity. To describe topical hyperbaric oxygen therapy for the treatment of recalcitrant open wounds. Topical and systemic hyperbaric oxygen treatments are described and contrasted from one another. Applications of topical hyperbaric oxygen therapy are described. Topical hyperbaric oxygen therapy is useful only for open wounds. The advantages of topical hyperbaric oxygen therapy include low cost, the lack of systemic oxygen toxicity, and effectiveness, allowing this treatment to be prescribed for many patients early in the course of their disease rather than as a last resort.